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Section I: Instruction 

IA Instructional Goals 

IC School Year – School Calendar 

ID School Day 

IF Curriculum Development 

IFB Pilot Projects 

IFD Curriculum Adoption 

IGA Basic Instructional Program 

IGAA Citizenship Education 

IGAC Teaching About Religion 

IGAJ Wellness 

IGBA Programs for Handicapped Children 

IGBC Limited English Proficiency Instruction 

IGBG Homebound Students 

IGBH Alternative School Programs 

IGC Extended Instructional Programs 

IGCA Summer Schools 

IGCB Distance Learning 

IGCD Advanced College Placement 

IGD Extra-Curricular Activities 

IGDA Student Organizations 

IGDB Student Publications 

IGDG Student Activities Funds Management 

IGDI Interscholastic Athletics 

IGDJ Concussion Awareness and Prevention 

IGDJ-E SDHSAA 

IGDK Student Participation – Interscholastic Athletics 

IGDKA Anticipation of Alternative Instruction Students 

IGEB Honorary Diplomas 
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IIAA Textbook Selection and Adoption 

IIAC Library Materials Selection and Adoption 

IIBD School Libraries 

IIBGA District Owned Computers 

IIBGB Internet Safety Instruction 

IICA Student Trips 

IICC School Volunteers 

IICD Chaperones for School Related Activities 

IJ Guidance Program 

IKA Grading Scale 

IKAB Student Progress Reports to Parents 

IKB Homework 

IKC Class Rank – Valedictorian & Salutatorian 

IKE Promotion and Retention of Students 

IKF Graduation Requirements / Early Graduation 

IKFC Credit Semester and Full Year Courses (Grades 9-12) 

IL Testing Programs 

ILB State Required Assessments 
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STUDENT PARTICIPATION – INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES 
 
Students in grade seven (7) and grade eight (8) may participate in high school interscholastic 
varsity athletics.  Participation shall be regulated by the by-laws of the South Dakota High 
School Activities Association and the following Harding County School District Policy: 
 
*If a grade seven (7) or grade eight (8) student participates on a varsity team, the district will 
need written permission from parent(s). Students in grades seven (7) or eight (8) cannot 
participate in more than 2 levels at the same time in any interscholastic athletic activity.  
Example: 8th grader cannot play JH BB, JV BB, and Varsity BB at the same time. 
 
Furthermore, any grade seven (7) or grade eight (8) student will have three options when 
moving up to a JV/Varsity team: 
 

1. Choose to play the full JH season and not join the JV/Varsity team until after the JH 
season is complete.  If the student athlete chooses this option, they will need to have 
three (3) practices with the JV/Varsity team before they can play in a game. 
 

2. Choose to forego their junior high season and play on only the JV Varsity team.  If a 
student chooses to forego their JH season and only be on the JV/Varsity, they will need 
to have three (3) practices with the JH team before they can play a game.  Example: 
Finish JV/Varsity Volleyball and start JHGBB. 
 

3. Play on both JH and JV teams simultaneously in the same sport or JH and varsity of 
different sports simultaneously.  The student-athlete must split time between JH 
practice and JV practice.  There would be a three practice JH rule in this situation. 

 
Football 
 
The Harding County School District sponsors three (3) levels of interscholastic football teams. 
 
 Middle School – Involves players from grades 6-8 
 Junior Varsity – May involve players from grades 7-12 
 Varsity – May involve places from grades 8-12 
 
 7th and 8th grade students may participate in junior varsity practices, scrimmages, and 
games.  Coaches shall insure that scrimmages and interscholastic games involving both 7th and 
8th grade students and varsity players will be minimal 
 
 
Basketball 
 
The Harding County School District sponsors three (3) levels of interscholastic basketball teams 
for both girls and boys. 
 
 Middle School – Involves players from grades 6-8 
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 Junior Varsity – May involve players from grades 7-12 
 Varsity – May involve places from grades 8-12 
 
 
Wrestling 
 
The Harding County School District sponsors two (2) levels of interscholastic wrestling teams. 
 
 Middle School – Involves players from grades 6-8 
 Varsity – May involve places from grades 7-12 
 
 
Volleyball 
 
The Harding County School District sponsors three (3) levels of interscholastic volleyball teams. 
 
 Middle School – Involves players from grades 6-8 
 Junior Varsity – May involve players from grades 7-12 
 Varsity – May involve places from grades 7-12 
 
 
Track and Field 
 
The Harding County School District sponsors two (2) levels of interscholastic track and field 
teams for both girls and boys. 
 
 Middle School – Involves players from grades 6-8 
 Varsity – May involve places from grades 7-12 
 
 
Cross Country 
 
The Harding County School District sponsors two (2) levels of interscholastic cross country 
teams for both boys and girls. 
 
 Middle School – Involves players from grades 6-8 
 Varsity – May involve places from grades 7-12 
 
 
Golf 
 
The Harding County School District sponsors two (2) levels of interscholastic golf teams for both 
girls and boys: 
 
 Middle School – Involves players from grades 6-8 
 Varsity – May involve players from grades 7-12 



  File:  IGDK 

 
 
*7th and 8th grade students are not eligible to receive a letter from Harding County High School 
for participation in any varsity sport. 
 
** Students in grade six (6) will not be allowed to participate in any junior varsity or varsity 
sport. 
 
 
Adopted: 07/02/1985 
Revised: 09/14/2015 
Revised: 01/09/2017 
Revised: 12/13/2021 
 
Legal References 
 
Cross References 
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ANTICIPATION OF ALTERNATIVE INSTRUCTION STUDENTS IN 

INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES 

 

The Harding County School District will grant permission for alternative instruction students to 

participate in interscholastic contests. 

 

As a condition of participation, the alternative instruction student must annually fulfill the 

following conditions: 

 

1. Demonstrate compliance with Chapter I, Part IV – Student Eligibility and Chapter II, Part 

I – Further Eligibility Requirements for Athletic Contests of the SDHSAA Bylaws (as 

applicable) by submitting the SDHSAA Eligibility Checklist for Alternative Instruction 

Students. 

 

2. Provide documentation of the Application for Public School Exemption Certificate 

Request and nationally standardized achievement tests in grades tested under the state 

testing program. 

 

3. Comply with all the District’s eligibility requirements with the exception of attendance 

requirements.  Scholastic/academic eligibility shall be verified per the District’s 

administrative policy following the same procedure used to accept credits towards 

graduation when an alternative student requests to transfer to a district. 

 

4. Any student, who was unable to maintain academic eligibility in an accredited school, 

shall be ineligible to participate as an alternative instruction student for a period of on 

year.  After one year, the student may regain eligibility per the District’s administrative 

policy. 

 

5. Satisfy the responsibilities and standards of behavior ad performance, including related 

class or practice requirements, as expected of other student participants as a condition for 

both the initial acceptance and continued membership in activity including but not limited 

to: 

a. All District training rules and codes of conduct will be applicable. 

 

b. In order to be eligible to audition for and participate in Region Music Contests, 

All-State Chorus, All-State Orchestra, or All-State Band, the student must be 

currently enrolled and attending the District’s parallel musical organization (if one 

exists), i.e. vocal music, instrumental music, orchestra.  (This is the same rule that 

applies to all students attending a SDHSAA member school.) 

 

c. A student who is a member of a high school team may not participate in games, 

practice, tryouts, etc. in that particular sport during the same season on an 

independent or non-high school team or as a member of any “all-star” team, or 

completely unattached on an individual basis.  (This is the same rule that applies 

to all students attending a SDHSAA member school.) 

 

d. Alternative instruction students participating in interscholastic sports on a 

Harding County team must be registered in two classes at Harding County School 
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District or contact K-12 Principal for weekly progress/grade report monitoring 

from an accredited home-school program. 

 

e. All references to calendar shall refer to the District’s calendar. 

 

6. A student who leaves an accredited school for any reason to enter an alternative 

instruction program, shall be ineligible for interscholastic competition for a period of one 

year, beginning on the date the student enters the alternative instruction program, per 

SDCL 13-36-7. 

 

 

 

Adopted: 03/14/2016 

Revised: 12/12/2018  

 

Legal References 

 SDCL: 13-27-3 

  13-36-4 

  13-36-7 
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CLASS RANKING 

VALEDICTORIAN / SALUTATORIAN POLICY 

 

Valedictorian and salutatorian will be based on the following guidelines: 

 

1. Grade point averages will be determined after 3rd quarter grades of senior year (15 

quarters) have been posted. 

2. Dual Credit & Advanced Placement classes taken during the second semester of the 

senior year will not count in the grade point average due to the fact quarter grades are not 

given in dual credit and advanced placements classes, only final grades at the end of the 

semester are given. 

3. Grade Point Averages to the 100th percentile will determine Valedictorian and 

Salutatorian.  (Example- 3.92 beats 3.91) 

 

 

 

Adopted: 07/09/2018 

 

 

Legal References 

  

 

Cross References 

 HS/MS Student Handbook 


















